CHAPTER NINE

ICE CAVE

There was to be a Council. The Natural World knew.
At the edge of a glacier, the entrance to a natural ice cave is visible in the distance. A humpback
whale, walrus, shark and harp seal leave the water, moving slowly toward the entrance. A polar
bear enters the cave, turning to look behind. Walking past icy stalactites, he enters a cavern
where an auk, cuckoo, ptarmigan, musk oxen, snowy owl, plover, caribou, puffin and tern sit
together. A hare, moose, white fox and emperor penguin stand nearby. A reindeer, squirrel,
pygmy shrew, ermine, snow goose, and dall sheep sit next to an ermine. A snow frog sits atop a
white pony.
POLAR BEAR
“I am WIESEL.
We’re here to listen. Humans are animals too. They’ve forgotten their true natures.”
PTARMIGAN
“I am INDIRA.
My feathered feet allow me to walk everywhere on snow. Why do they think they’re superior to
all other life forms?”
AUK
“I am DAVINROY.
Many think they’re the only species that thinks and feels.”
MUSK OXEN
“I am AUGUSTINE.
I’m alive today because I learned from my mistakes. I made the same mistake again and again.
The loss was more painful each time, until I finally understood. Good judgment comes from
experience. Experience comes from bad judgment.”
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CARIBOU
“I am RUTLEDGE.
They seem to want to teach us what they know rather than learning what we know, want us to
learn their languages, instead of learning ours.”
SNOWY OWL
“I am YEATS.
Sex is more than reproduction. Why is homo sapiens the only species with concerns about
attraction between same sex or gender? Penguins, bears, beetles, gorillas, flamingos, lizards,
sunfish, gulls, snakes, dragonflies, chickens, turtles, frogs, crabs, spiders, flies, moths, geckos,
butterflies, ants, owls experience same sex/gender courtship, bonding, affection and parenting.”
PUFFIN
“I am GIMBUTAS.
We use color, light, smell and gifts, all to impress. I broke my wing and couldn’t fly. I’m
supposed to fly. Because a human helped me, I now know how to do things no other bird can.”
TERN
“I am DESCARTES.
I made a mistake. I was wrong. Aren’t we more than our mistakes?”
HARE
“I am PIAGET.
We know sadness, loneliness, pain, fear and compassion. We are altruistic. We dream and know
sorrow, have family and friends. We play, feel joy and envy, understand fairness and shame.”
MOOSE
“I am ARIST.
Other than their species, no animal does experiments on other animals.”
SQUIRREL
“I am DAVE.
Do they not understand how many are affected by their behavior?”
PLOVER
“I am HODGES.
Many humans are afraid. Greed and brutality will always self destruct. There will always be
obstacles to find the meaning and purpose of our lives. It’s up to us to take on the challenges and
persevere. . . and never give up!”
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HUMPBACK WHALE
“I am REGGIO.
The oceans are filling with toxins. Sound and vibration are polluting the waters. Changing our
migration patterns doesn’t help - it’s everywhere.
WHITE FOX
“I am GALILEO.
Some humans understand about changing frequencies; many practice sitting quietly, what they
call “meditation.”
EMPEROR PENGUIN
“I am IONESCO.
Humans exploit us for their pleasure, convenience, food and science.”
CUCKOO
“I am DIDEROT.
Too much information!”
REINDEER
“I AM GEORGINA.
In our natural environment, we don’t eat or drink anything that could harm us. We don’t overeat.
We exercise. When we experience pain, we don’t complain. We love and we mourn. We don’t
deny death.”
PYGMY SHREW
“I am EARNHARDT.
Is empathy an instinct for the humans species....or a learned behavior they can choose to teach
their young?”
SNOW GOOSE
“I am BOYLE.
Humans must learn to respect us for what we are, not for what they can teach us. We are masters
of cooperation, harmony, building, flying, swimming, transportation, communication and
navigation.”
HARP SEAL
“I am STEINER.
Humans are one small part of the natural world.”
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DALL SHEEP
“I am HATSHEPSUT.
Do they understand the concept of taking different life forms, one life to the next?”
ERMINE
“I am OCCAM.
They’re harming the planet for their own temporary gains.”
SHARK
“I am TZ’U-HSI.
They seem to want less and less contact with each other. The old of their species are isolated.
Their young spend more time with their machines than with their friends. Why do they want this
distance? Do they value their machines more than they value each other?”
WHITE PONY
“I am JODY
Their new technology and communication systems offer great opportunities...and vulnerabilities.
Speed and information. Trading privacy for convenience has many consequences.”
SNOW FROG
“I am ANGELOU.
Humans often pretend to be what they are not. If people show you who they are, you should
believe them the first time.”
ROBIN
“I am FANNY.
The climate is changing. Do they understand climate is an element of evolution? We have no
other choice but to move.”
WALRUS
“I am COLOMBE.
All experience has purpose.”
POLAR BEAR WIESEL
“It’s time for us to decide.”
The AURORA AUSTRALIS begins. Wispy curtains, poetry of light and color, cover the sky.
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